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American public rarely failed. Henry M. Stan-
ley, Conan Doyle, Bill Nyc, and Mark Twain
were among his "stars." It was in Pond's time
that the most famous lecturers first received thou-
sand-dollar fees. Several of these men made sub-
stantial fortunes tinder his management. He
published accounts of his experiences in A Sum-
mer in England with Henry Ward Becchcr
(1887), and Eccentricities of Genius (1900), a
series of impressions of platform personalities.
He also wrote the story of his early life in "A
Pioneer Boyhood/' contributed to the Century
Magazine (October 1899). He was married in
January 1859 to Ami Frances Lynch, who died
in 1871; and on Mar. 10, 1888, to Martha Glass.
A daughter was born to the first marriage and a
son to the second.

[Pond's publications mentioned above; JV, Ir, Trib-
une, June as, 1903; Ibid., June atf, 1903; War of the
Rebellion; Official Records (Army)t t scr., vol. XXII,
pt. i, pp. 688-700 ; W. K. Cotmelk'y, Quantrill and the
Border Wars (1910) ; Who's Who in America, 1901-
oa; D. S. Pond, A Geneal. Record of Samuel Pond and
His Descendants (1875). J                            W. B, S.

POND, PETER (Jan. 18,1740-1807), soldier,
fur-trader, and explorer, was a Connecticut Yan-
kee, born at Milforcl, eldest son of Peter and
Mary (Hubbard) Pond, and a descendant of
Samuel Pond who settled in Windsor, Conn., not
later than 1642, As a soldier he served in the
French and Indian War; in 1756 under Capt.
David Baldwin of the 7th Connecticut Regiment;
two years later with General Abercromby at
Ticonderoga; in 1759 as sergeant in the New
York regiment from Suffolk County; and, as a
commissioned officer (1760) under General Am-
herst at Montreal. Of his services at Lake George
and Niagara he gives a circumstantial account
in his journal, which has a crude power and is
the evident report of an eye witness. While in
Milford, sometime between 1761 and 1765, he
married Susanna Newell by whom he had at least
two children.

After the close of the war he undertook a trad-
ing voyage to the West Indies, but in 1765 en-
tered the western fur trade, which occupied him
for the most part for over twenty years. His
first venture was at Detroit, whence he traded
for five years and bought property at Grosse
Point. In 1770 he transferred his headquarters
to Mackinac but returned to Milford in 1771 and
made another trip to the West Indies the fol-
lowing year. In 1773-74 he made two journeys
from Mackinac to the upper Mississippi, trad-
ing particularly among the Sioux on St Peter's,
now the Minnesota, River. His journal of his
experiences in Wisconsin, ending in 1775, while
illiterate and uncouth in form, is vivid and pic-
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turesque in description. In 1775 he determined
to try his fortune in the Far West and went via
Grand Portage on Lake Superior to winter in
the interior, overtaking* Alexander Henry on the
way and accompanying him. After two years on
the Saskatchewan River, Pond pooled interest
with the Frobishers and Alexander Henry for a
push into the farther north. He was one of the
first traders to explore the Athabaska and there
opened a rich fur-region. In a quarrel at his
post in 1782 a rival trader, Jean fitienne Waden,
was slain, and in 1784 Pond was summoned to
Montreal for trial, where he was acquitted. In
the winter of 1783-84 the North West Company
was organized, in which Pond had one of the
sixteen shares.

Before returning1 to the Northwest he visited
his home and presented to Congress a map of his
voyages, which was copied for the archives of
Great Britain and of France. Going back to the
Athabasca in 1785, he prepared another map for
the Empress of Russia. In 1788 he withdrew
from the fur-trade company, selling his share for
eight hundred pounds, and by 1790 was again at
Milford. He visited President Stiles of Yale
College, who made a copy of his revised map of
the West Little is known of his last years; he
is saicl to have died in poverty at Boston. Pond
had the virtues and defects of his calling-. He
was bold, enterprising, courageous, and per-
severing, but ruthless in competition, sacrificing
all for success.

[Pond's diary is printed in Wis. Hist. Soc. Colls.,
vol. XVIH (1908); one copy of his map is in Report
on Canadian Archives, 1890 (1891) ; see also G, C.
Davidson, The North West Company (Berkeley, Cal.,
1918) ; H. A. Innis, "Peter Pond/* in Trans. Royal Soc.
of Canada, 3 ser. XXII, Sec. s (1928), and Peter
Pond: Fur Trader and Adventurer (1930); C. M.
Gates, Five Fur Traders of the Northwest (1933); N.
G. Pond, "The Ponds of Conn.," in Conn. Mag., Jan.,
Feb., Mar. 1906.]                                         L. P.K.

POND, SAMUEL WILLIAM (Apr. 10,
i8o8~Dec. 12,1891), Congregational missionary
to the Indians, was born in New Preston, Conn,,
fifth child of Elnathan J. and Sarah (Hollister)
Pond, and a descendant of Samuel Pond who
came to Windsor, Conn., not later than 1642.
After a brief elementary education he was ap-
prenticed to a clothier, and later taught a local
school. As a result of a revival he and his broth-
er, Gideon Hollister (June 30, i8io-Jan. 20,
1878), wholly inexperienced and without help
from any mission board or church, entered the
hitherto untouched mission field of the Dakota,
or Sioux, Indians in May 1834, by way of Fort
Snelling. They received assistance from the com-
mandant and from the Indian agent, were as-
signed to an Indian settlement at Lake Calhoun,
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